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Ready Soon {947 Deerings 

California Corporations 
Code Annotated 


The thousands of ANNOTATIONS for the New 1947 
Corporations Code have already been compiled, 
thus making positive the delivery of this important 
code at an early date. 


This new ANNOTATED Corporations Code will fol- 
low in plan, format, and binding Deering’s ANNO- 
TATED Evidence and Probate Codes. 


The 1947 Deering's California Corporations Code 
ANNOTATED will be sent as usual to all owners of 
full sets of Deering’s 1943 California Codes and 
General Laws. 











Special — For convenience pending their adoption 
as a part of the Code, the following Acts are in- 
cluded in a Pocket Supplement furnished without 


Bucket Shop Law of 1923 
Corporate Securities Act 
Security Owners Protection Law 
Retirement Systems Act 
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Nossaman States His Policies 


In taking office at the February in- 
stallation of officers, incoming President 
Walter L .Nossaman gave the following 
reply to the installing officer, then Presi- 
dent Paul Fussell: 

There is a tradition, to which I ac- 
cord all possible respect, that the Pres- 
dent of the Los Angeles Bar Associa- 
tion, although often seen, is seldom if 
ever heard. The one possible exception 
to this time-honored custom is that the 
incoming President is permitted, perhaps expected, to say some- 
thing about what he intends to do in the office. Before pro- 
ceeding with that topic, let me express my appreciation of the 
honor conferred upon me in investing me with the dignity of 
this magistracy. Candor compels me to say that perhaps my 
progress-to this present eminence has been facilitated—certainly 
it has not been retarded—by your gracious and immemorial cus- 
tom which has decreed that candidates for executive positions in 
the Association have no opposition. 

Now that I am here, my first official act will be to comply 
with the mandate laid upon me that I state what my policies 
will be; in brief, what I propose to do. 

Permit me to make here a brief digression, as I want to 
speak for a moment about the praetors who were the ministers 
of justice as well as judges in the Roman republic. James 
Bryce in an essay included in that distinguished collection enti- 
tled Studies in History and Jurisprudence, says of the praetor 
in the later republican period: 


Walter Nossaman 
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“* * * Tt was his duty to issue when he assumed 
office a statement of the rules by which he intended to 
guide his judicial action during his year, as well as a 
table of the formulae in which applications ought to be 
made to him for the exercise of his functions. These 
rules were published in a document called the Edict. 

“Each Edict was valid only for the Praetor’s year of 
office. Each succeeding Praetor, however, usually re- 
peated nearly all of the declarations that had been con- 
tained in the Edicts of his predecessors, although it 
often happened that a new Edict introduced some im- 
provement in point of form and expression. * * *.” 


The point is that each incoming praetor just about adopted 
what his predecessors had done and let it go at that. Although 
it may seem singular that I have to go back over 2000 years 
to find a precedent justifying inactivity, I think the practice 
of the praetors may well be revived and applied in the present 
emergency. 

I cannot follow the praetorian practice in all its details. For 
example, the historian Gibbon tells us that “as soon as he [the 
praetor] ascended his tribunal, he announced by the voice of 
the crier, and afterwards inscribed on a white wall, the rules 
which he proposed to follow in the decison of doubtful cases.” 
I do not find either a crier or a white wall among the facilities 
which the Association has made available. I shall therefore 
content myself with stating simply that I shall adopt and try to 
build upon the excellent work of my predecessors. 

It embarrasses me to mention it, but you may find comfort 
in Gibbon’s further statement, that, “the errors and vices of 
each praetor expired with his annual office.” 

As I contemplate my own rather hazy objectives, I derive 
some small consolation from another historical parallel. The 
Frenchman de Tocqueville, writing in Andrew Jackson’s time 
after an extensive tour of America, said of our democracy that 
it is eminently ill-fitted to conduct foreign policy. And, he added, 
fortunately it has none. When I can imitate a governmental 
policy which with but few intermissions has been pursued for 
so long with fair success, I feel I am on safe ground. 
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Paul Fussell Reports 
On 1947 Stewardship 


1947 in general was a good year 
for the Los Angeles Bar Association. 
Our membership, continuing the trend 
of the last few years, increased to 2261 
at the start of 1948, a gain of 81 dur- 
ing the year. The modest but adequate 
increase in dues adopted in the fall of 
1946 enabled the Association to meet 
higher operating costs and to end the 
year in a sound financial position. 

Our committees for 1947 were largely 
appointed by Paul Nourse. It is a tribute to his careful appoint- 
ments that our committees were active and effective. I shall not 
attempt to recount all of the work of the committees, but I 
should like to mention the principal work of several committees, 
that you may note the great variety of our activities. 

Our Committee on Judicial Candidates, under the experi- 
enced direction of B. J. Bradner, conducted a plebiscite among 
the 6500 judges and lawyers of Los Angeles County—both mem- 
bers and non-members of the Association—as to the five mu- 
nicipal judgeships which were contested. Our Committee on 
Judicial Campaigns under Frank Wickhem conducted a cam- 
paign which elected at the primaries all five candidates who re- 
ceived our endorsement. 

(Continued on page 259) 








Paul Fussell* 





*Many who know Paul Fussell as immediate past President of the Los Angeles 
Bar Association, 1947, may not know that he is one of the few former Cambridge 
students practicing law in Southern California. He took graduate work there, in 
Trinity College, 1919. 

Born in Pasadena, Jan. 15, 1895, he attended Pasadena High, and received his 
A.B. from the Univ. of Calif., 1916, and his J.D, from the School of Jurisprudence, 
Univ. of Calif., 1920. 

In World War I, he was a 2nd “Louie” in the U. S. Army, A. E F., with 
service both in France and England. Was employed by Bancroft-Whitney, 1919-20, 
mostly in writing articles for early volumes of Cal. Jur. 

Admitted to Calif. Bar, 1920. Practiced in Los Angeles from 1920 to date, 
with the firm of O’Melveny & Myers, and its predecessors. 

He is a director of Title Insurance & Trust Co., State Mutual Bldg. & Loan 
Assn. and Filtrol Corp. Was representative of Los Angeles Bar Assn. to House of 
Delegates, Amer. Bar Assn., 1946. 

He has been presid of Uni ity Club of Los Angeles, 1940, Town Hall, 
1946, and the Los Angeles Bar Association, 1947. 
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TOM ROBINSON BUST 
UNVEILED AT MEETING 


Joe Crider, Jr., at the unveiling of a bronze bust of Thomas 
Wilfred Robinson, at the annual meeting of the Los Angeles 
Bar Association at the Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, on Febru- 
ary 26, 1948, paid a beautiful tribute to “Tom” that will long 
be remembered. To make a lasting record, Joe Crider’s memor- 
able remarks are here recorded: 

The President of Whittier College has just spoken of the 
present tribulations of the world and says that their solution 
lies in having and living by some sound faith. The man of 
whom I speak lived by good faith. He lived by the teachings 
of the Sermon on the Mount. 
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Tom Robinson was born in Hartville, Missouri, May 28, 
1871. He passed away September 12, 1938. He was the son 
of Thomas E. Robinson, an itinerant Methodist preacher, and 
Mary Hetherington. 

He received his early education in the public schools of Mis- 
souri, came to Los Angeles in 1884 and graduated from the 
University of Southern California in 1892 with a B.A. degree, 
and in 1894 with a Law Degree, and was admitted to practice 
in 1897. He married Cora T. Keeney and they had two chil- 
dren, a son, Paul, and a daughter, Mrs. Clark Fallas. 

Tom was Los Angeles County Law Librarian for forty-two 
years, and Treasurer of the Los Angeles Bar Association for 
forty years. He built a great Law Library from four hundred 
books to one hundred ninety thousand volumes valued at over 
one million dollars. 

We remember him though not so much as the builder of a 
great Library, but because of what he built in the hearts and 
minds of men. 

That which was mortal of Tom Robinson passed from our 
midst ten years ago. That which is immortal is with us to- 
night. His everlasting spirit and influence abide with us. We 
are paying tribute tonight, which we meant to pay when he was 
alive. It was my privilege to be one of a group charged with 
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IMMORTAL 





Photo by Dick Whittington Bust by Gladys Bush 


THOMAS WILFRED RoBINSON 


"A fugitive and impalpable vision was given substance, 
and became a lasting memorial.”—Walter Nossaman. 
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the duty of having some great artist paint Tom’s portrait from 
life and unveil it in his presence. 

I have a treasured possession; it is a long-hand copy of a 
notice we were going to have printed and sent to you, asking 
your aid in making Tom’s portrait. It is headed “Flowers for 
the Living.” Before our purpose was accomplished he was taken 
from us. We then caused this bronze bust to be made. 

Tom did not have a leonine head of hair, angular features, 
high cheek bones, bushy eye-brows, or similar physical character- 
istics, easy to sculp. The artist, Miss Gladys Bush, an eminent 
sculptress, was asked to portray in bronze the soul of this gen- 
tle, kindly, strong man, and we think she has caught his lovable 
personality. 

His greatness came from within. So we sat with the sculp- 
tress for hours, on various occasions, and she asked us to tell 
her about the man. 

And we told her this: 

Tom Robinson was a kind, thoughtful, gentle man. His sense 
of right and wrong was unerring and inherent. He would not 
have known how to go about doing something wrong. 

He always meant what he said, and he spoke from the heart; 
and before he spoke, that which was in his heart shone through 
and his face would gradually light up, not with a wide smile— 
not a laugh—but little tell-tale wrinkles broke about his eyes 
and mouth ever so gently as he was about to give voice to his 
thoughts and his eyes would light—not like blazing fire but as 
warm, subdued embers. 

He spoke unhurriedly but not ponderously—just easily and 
naturally and with conviction, and at times with the suggestion 
of a chuckle, and again, when speaking of something which he 
thought to be wrong, the lines would disappear but grimness 
would not take their place. A sense of righteousness was re- 
flected. 

Though kindly and considerate, he was not soft. If the 
subject were controversial, but neither side possessed any ele- 
ment of wrong, he might not participate at all. But he was 
quick to detect wrong or danger, and firmly, but without rancor, 
voiced and defended his sentiments. 

He was not Puritanical, or sanctimonious. He liked the 
(Continued on page 268) 
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JUDGE BISHOP ACCEPTS 
BUST FOR LAW LIBRARY 


By Edward T. Bishop, 
Judge of the Superior Court, Appellate Dept. 





T HAS always been with a sense of 

of sorrow that I have noted the inex- 
orable swiftness with which Nature acts 
when a veteran tree falls in the forest. 
It is as though she purposely set about 
to erase all memory of the old timer. 
Soon after its fall, other trees occupy 
the spot over which it presided, and en- 
croaching growth all too quickly obliter- 
ates or blots out from sight all that 
would call to mind the fact that here 
once stood a noble tree. 

So too, unless friends intervene, a man who passes from life 
all too quickly passes from memory. His spirit continues its un- 
interrupted existence, and the good works he performed live on, 
but all thought of him tends to fade away. Tom Robinson left 
us less than ten years ago. Of necessity, his place as librarian 
was promptly filled. Of the present staff of some thirty-two, 
only four were on his staff. Of the members of the Board of 
Law Library Trustees, now in office, only two were members 
of the Board when he attended its meetings. Perhaps already 
a majority of those who today enter the library do not miss his 
presence ; they never knew him; they are of a new generation. 

This is not to say that with his passing his influence ceased. 
Our law library was Tom Robinson’s life work, and so long 





Judge Bishop* 





*Edward T. Bishop was born in Excelsior, Minnesota, May 12, 1884. When 
three years old, his family moved to Pomona, California. Following his graduation 
from Pomona High School in 1902, he entered Pomona College. At the time of 
his graduation from Pomona College, in 1906, he was the holder of the Southern 
California Conference record in the low hurdles and one of the four quarter-milers 
that held the Conference record for the mile relay. 

From 1906 to 1909, Judge Bishop was engaged in public school work in the 
Philippines. In 1909 he entered the Law School of Columbia University, where, in 
his second year, he was elected to the Editorial Board of the Columbia Law Review. 
In 1911 he was admitted to practice law in California. 

In 1915 he entered the County Counsel’s office, where he remained, except for 
a year’s duty as Y.M.C A. secretary with the A.E.F. in France, until 1926, being 
County Counsel from 1923 to 1926. 

In 1926 he was appointed a judge of the Superior Court. With the establish- 
ment of the Appellate Dep of the Superi ourt in 1929 he was named one 
of its three judges, an assignment that he has held continuously ever since. 
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as it exists we shall have him to thank for the broad and sound 
foundations upon which it is built. When it is adequately 
housed, and that time is not too distant, a great debt will be due 
him for the jealousy with which he guarded the building fund. 
But granted all this, in but a few passing years the name of 
Tom Robinson would not come to the mind of man—and this 
would be both unfair and unfortunate. 

It was, therefore, an inspired thought to have this bronze 
bust made. When the Board of Law Library Trustees heard of 
the idea, they approved it unhesitatingly and unanimously. 

On behalf of the Board, I am most happy to accept this 
bust. It shall be accorded as suitable a position in our present 
quarters as may be found, and when in the near future we under- 
take to erect our new building, a proper place will be planned 
for it, to the end that the memory of Tom Robinson shall be 
kept alive, and his name shall continue to be heard among those 
who make use of the books he loved. 





NOTICE—Due to lack of space, “Cross-Examination—A 
Judge’s Viewpoint,” by Justice Bernard L. Shientag, will be 
continued in the May issue. 








SATURDAY CLOSING 


Notice to Members, 
The Los Angeles Bar Association: 

You are reminded that the office of the Los Angeles 
County Recorder has been closed all day on Saturday 
since December 6, 1947, and will continue to be closed 
all day Saturdays pursuant to an ordinance adopted by 
the Board of Supervisors fixing the hours County of- 
fices shall be open. 


Attorneys should pay particular attention to this Sat- 
urday closing when recording documents involving the 
time element and the last day for recording falls on 
Saturday. 


Mame B. Beatty, 





County Recorder. 
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Judge gives Probate Practice Suggestions 


YOUR PROBATE COURTS 


By Newcomb Condee, Judge of the Superior Court 








1948 marks the second year that the 
Probate Department has occupied the 
temporary building north of the Hall of 
Records, and is the first year that the 
department has been staffed by the new 
employees authorized by the last legis- 
lature. 

The number of estates administered 
in this county has grown steadily with 





Judge Condee® the growth of population: 

Population Probate 
Year Los Angeles County Filings 
1880 33,381 82 
1890 101,454 322 
1900 170,298 651 
1910 504.131 1,987 
1920 936,455 4,521 
1930 2,208,492 8,396 
1940 2,785,643 11,110 
1947 3,849,390 13,308 


Each estate appears on the calendar on an average of eight 
times during the life of the estate. Some, of course, necessi- 
tate more calendar appearances and some less, but the average 





*Judge Newcomb Condee is not only a native Californian (born at Riverside, 
on June 26, 1898), but both of his parents were also native-born Californians, and 
he is the grandson of a ’49er! 

A graduate of Inglewood high school, he received his A.B and J.D. degrees 
from Stanford. He received high honors in his law course, becoming a member of 
the Order of the Coif. After admission to the bar in 1920, he practiced in Ingle- 
wood, where he was vice-president and counsel of Bank of Inchewood wand Inglewood 
Savings & Loan Assn.; attorney for Los Angeles County I Assn.; 
and is past President of the Inglewood Bar Assn. 

Appointed Judge in the Municipal Court, 1933, he was elected in 1935 and 
1941; presiding Judge, Municipal Court, 1937. Appointed to the Sup erior Court, 
1941, and elected in 1942. Has acted as Judge of the Probate Const since 1944, 

Member of Ramona Parlor of Sons of the Golden West; past Exalted Ruler, 
Elks, Inglewood 1492; 33° Mason; Past Master Larchmont Lodge 614, F. & A, M.; 
member Grand Lodge, State of Calif., C e C Hy charter member 
and still a member of Teddy’s Rough Rider’s No. 515, Amer. Legion. 

Married Grace Lawrence in 1920; has three daughters and four grandchildren 
(score is tied to date: two grandsons and two granddaughters). 

Before going on the bench was senior partner of Condee and Spencer. Vernon 
P. Spencer, of Inglewood, has succeeded to the business of the partnership. 
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is eight, according to a study made by Commissioner Otho 
Lord. 


By that computation, the filings last year will result in 
106,400 calendar matters. Two judges hear these calendars and 
each judge can efficiently handle about one hundred matters a 
day, or five hundred a week, or twenty-five thousand a year. 
This overload throws some light on the problem that the Pro- 
bate Department has had to meet. 

There has been considerable speculation as to the amount 
of property which passes through the probate courts each year. 
Statistics have not been available because no figures were kept 
as to the amount of property transferred by means of joint ten- 
ancy proceedings. At my request, Probate Investigator Coit 
Hughes, by a process of sampling, determined that the value of 
property transferred by means of termination of joint tenancies 
is about forty per cent of the total appraisement of the estate 
property. 

ONE-THIRD OF BILLION DOLLARS 

In the year 1947, $253,514,521.73 was the total property 
appraised in the estates of decedents pending in this county. 
Applying Mr. Hughes’ formula, the value of the property in 
joint tenancy proceedings would amount to about $101,405,- 
808.00 more. Therefore, in the year of 1947 there was a total 
of approximately $355,000,000.00 worth of property processed 
by the probate courts in this county. The courts also handled 
guardianship matters in which the appraisements totaled about 
$25,000,000.00 more. 

In order to compare the annual turnover in the Probate De- 
partment with the total assessed value of property in Los Ange- 
les County, which in the year 1947 was $4,358,944,852.00, we 
doubled the County Assessor’s total and divided it by $355,- 
000,000.00, the total property of deceased persons passing 
through the probate courts for a year, and discovered that the 
answer was about 22. In other words, it appears that all the 
property in the county passes through the probate courts in 
the course of every twenty-two years, which is perhaps what 
we should have expected, since all of the property in the county 
passes through probate about once in every generation. 
(Continued on page 271) 
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Early Days— Los Angeles Bar 
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(From the Daily Journal, April, 1913) 








By A. Stevens Halsted, Jr., Associate Editor 





Judge Paul J. McCormick, of Department 12 of the Su- 
perior Court, is soon to move from the criminal bench to 
the presiding judgeship. “He will take with him his efficient 
clerk, Mr. James Noel, at the handsome salary of $250.00 
per month.” 

Judge Frank G. Finlayson has just ruled that the law 
enacted in 1911 compelling automobile drivers to stop and 
give their names to persons whom they may strike or other- 
wise injure is unconstitutional. The judge held that the law 
in effect compels a man to give testimony against himself, 
hence is unconstitutional. 

The new Black Building, at the northwest corner of Hill 
and Fourth Streets, is now open—offices $22.50, suites $35.00 
and up. 

Clarence Darrow will probably be tried a third time for 
alleged attempts to bribe jurors in the McNamara case. The 
next trial will be in charge of Deputy District Attorney W. 
Joseph Ford, who so ably presented the people’s case at the 
recent second trial of Mr. Darrow, resulting in a hung jury. 
The second trial was expensive, having cost the County 
$10,295.88. 

Recent adoption of the necessary number of States of 
the proposed income tax amendment to the United States 
Constitution places within Congress’ power the right to levy 
a direct tax upon all persons. “Riots on the part of our 
millionaires and other persons affected by the legislation is 
not anticipated.” 

The San Francisco Bar Association has declared itself in 
favor of having Superior Court Judges appointed by the 
Governor for 12 years, rather than elected by the public. 
The change is suggested because under our elective system 
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the qualifications of the judge are not known to the public 
at large. 

An influx of 35,000 eastern settlers to Los Angeles and 
the Pacific Coast this spring is predicted. The Pullman 
Company is sending all available tourist sleepers to eastern 
points for the use of transcontinental travel. 





(From the Daily Journal, April, 1923) 


New officers of the Los Angeles Bar Association are 
Oscar Lawler, President; Robert M. Clarke, Senior Vice- 
President; John G. Mott, Junior Vice-President ; T. W. Rob- 
inson, Treasurer; R. H. F. Variel, Jr., Secretary ; and Eugene 
Overton, Percy V. Hammon, Kemper S. Campbell, M. B. 
Silberberg and William Hazlett, Trustees. 

Judge William P. James of the District Court of Ap- 
peal is receiving the congratulations of friends on his ap- 
pointment by President Harding as United States Judge for 
the Southern District of California. 

Governor Richardson has appointed Superior Judge J. 
W. Curtis of San Bernardino to take up his new duties on 
the local District Court of Appeal bench, succeeding Judge 
W. P. James, who has gone to the Federal bench. The 
bar of the southland supported Judge Curtis for the post. 

Judges, officials and Los Angeles attorneys gathered in 
Federal Judge Trippet’s courtroom to honor the memory of 
the late Judge Olin Wellborn when his portrait was unveiled. 
Ralph J. Dominguez, federal court crier for more than 30 
years, unveiled the portrait, followed by addresses by Wil- 
liam J. Hunsaker, past president of the Bar Association, 
Oscar Lawler and Senator Flint. The tribute to Judge Well- 
born brought together for the first time the four Federal 
Judges in this district. The dean is United States Circuit 
Judge Erskine M. Ross, who was appointed District Judge 
by President Cleveland in 1887. 

One-third of all the students attending the seven law 
schools in California are registered at the University of 
Southern California college of law, according to figures re- 
leased by Assistant Dean Charles E. Millikan. Approxi- 
mately 500 students have registered at U. S. C. for the new 
spring term. 
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Group Insurance Successful 


By Frank S. Balthis, Jr., 
Former Editor of the Bar Bulletin 


Success for the group insurance plan of the Los Angeles 
Bar Association is attested to by the recent report for the year 
1947, issued by George Neale, (Manager of the Southern Cali- 
fornia agency of the Accident and Health Department of the 
National Casualty Company, of Detroit. 

According to this report, the insurance carrier paid 115 
claims during 1947, amounting in total to $41,986.85. Of these 
claims, three were in excess of $2,700.00 each, and five claims 
were in excess of $1,000.00 each. There are now twenty-four 
members of the Assocation receiving monthly payments for dis- 
abilities running from an estimated two months to ten months 
duration. 


HIGH PERCENTAGE OF MEMBERSHIP IN GROUP PLAN 

At the present time there are 1129 members of the Los An- 
geles Bar Assocation who are covered by the group accident 
and sickness plan. This participation represents approximately 
60% of the eligible members of the Association. Arthur Nixon, 
representative of the insurance company, is calling on the mem- 
bers of the Bar Association and is adding to the number of pol- 
icy holders at the average rate of 25 new policy holders per 
month. 


BASIS FOR PARTICIPATION IN GROUP PLAN 


Those members of the Association desiring to participate in 
the plan but not. now covered by it, and who were on the origi- 
nal list furnished the company by the Los Angeles Bar Associa- 
tion prior to June 3, 1946, will need to furnish evidence of in- 
surability, in order to participate in the program now. How- 
ever, all new members of the Association and returned service 
men are eligible for this coverage within sixty days from the 
date of election to membership, or from date of returning from 
service, without evidence of insurability. 

Members who have not applied for the insurance and who 
have attained the age of sixty-five years are not eligible. How- 
ever, any member who now has a policy will be covered as long 
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as he practices regardless of age, provided he is a member of 
the Los Angeles Bar Association in good standing. 

George Neale’s organization is to be complimented upon the 
fact that not a single claim was denied during 1947. No con- 
troversial claim has been presented since the inauguration of 
the plan on June 3, 1946. 

A number of complimentary letters from various claimants 
have been sent in by members of the Bar Association unsolicited. 





DOMESTIC RELATIONS ADDENDUM 

Superior Judge Fred Miller cites the’ following cases in con- 
nection with the second sentence in the second paragraph under 
the heading, “Attorney’s Fees and Costs,” after the word 
“sought :” on page 187, of the February Bar BuLLetin: Shep- 
pard vs. Shepard, 15 Cal. App. 614, but see Thomas vs. Thomas, 
66 Cal. App. 2d 818. 





Harvard Law Review 
Chester Lappen, member of the Bar Bulletin Committee, 
was for two years Editor of the Harvard Law Review. 
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Judges Present at Annual Meeting 





Judges who attended and were introduced at the annual 
meeting of the Association, in February, were the following 
(in counter-alphabetical order, to give those at the end of 
the alphabet a break): Superior Court Judges Joseph W. 
Vickers, Frank G. Swain, Philip H. Richards, Paul Nourse, 
Kenneth C. Newell, Otto Emme, Thomas J. Cunningham, 
Newcomb Condee, John Gee Clark, Edward T. Bishop, A. 
W. Ashburn (absent, “but paid for two tickets”), Harry R. 
Archbald, and Thomas L. Ambrose; Municipal Court Judges 
Harold Schweitzer, James H. Pope, and R. Morgan Gal- 
breth; and District Court of Appeal Justice Clement Shinn, 
who said he wasn’t “running for anything” so didn’t need to 
be introduced, but President Nossaman reminded him that 
he “might be one of these days.” 





New Secretary—Old Treasurer 

Dana Latham was selected as Secretary of the Los An- 
geles Bar Association for the current year, at a meeting of 
the trustees on March 5th. He succeeds Clarence B. Runkle, 
now Junior Vice-President. 

Quite “unexpected,” faithful Ewell D. Moore was chosen 
to serve again as Treasurer of the Association. This is his 
10th consecutive year! 





PAUL FUSSELL REPORTS 
ON 1947 STEWARDSHIP 





(Continued from page 247) 

Our Committee on the Judiciary with Arnold Praeger as 
Chairman included for the first time a subcommittee for Mu- 
nicipal Court matters. The committee studied the hearing of 
cases by commissioners and considered the need for additional 
judges and court personnel and for increases in salaries. Our 
Committee on Jury Selection under Burdette J. Daniels made a 
national survey of the basis of selecting jury panels and a de- 
tailed examination of the methods used in our Superior and 
Municipal Courts. Our Committee on Divorce Court under Milo 
V. Olson made a study of the functions of court commissioners 








260 





Los ANGELES Bar BULLETIN 


and investigators, and of the use of affidavits in the domestic 
relations department, and also considered important statutory 
changes. A detailed study and report on the new Rules for 
the Superior Courts, proposed by the Judicial Council, was 
made by the Committee on Pleading and Practice under Jackson 
W. Chance. This committee also considered the Minnesota plan 
relating to expert witnesses. 


COURTHOUSE AUTHORIZED 

Lack of housing is one of the growing pains of our ex- 
panding community. Our Committee ‘on New County Court- 
house under Emmett E. Doherty as Chairman has dealt ac- 
tively with the problems of temporary and permanent housing, 
both for the Superior Court and for the Municipal Court, and 
I am glad to report that the Board of Supervisors has author- 
ized plans for a County Courthouse at an estimated cost of 
$10,500,000 and that arrangements are being made for interim 
space for twenty courtrooms. 

Our Committee on Juvenile Court under Allan L. Leonard 
as Chairman considered the need for a new Juvenile Hall, both 
to provide additional capacity and to segregate delinquents from 
non-delinquents, and was helpful in resolving the long-standing 
deadlock on the site of the new Hall. 

Our Committee on Law Library under Norman A. Bailie 
considered and disapproved the pending proposal to move the 
County Law Library from the Hall of Records, and our Com- 
mittee on Traffic Courts under J. Allen Davis gave attention to 
the location of the Traffic Courts. This committee deserves great 
credit for its work over a period of years in making possible 
the revocation or suspension of the licenses of operators of motor 
vehicles who are repeatedly convicted of traffic violations. 

Our law lecture series, now in its eleventh year, has a record 
enrollment of 413, a fine compliment to the work of our Com- 
mittee on Law Lectures headed by Joseph D. Peeler. We ex- 
pect that our lecture activities will soon be extended in coopera- 
tion with the State Bar so as to be available to attorneys in 
other cities in Southern California, as well as in Los Angeles. 

Our Committee on Civil Service Examinations headed by 
Frank P. Doherty, Chairman, participated in examinations to 
choose a new Los Angeles City Public Defender and in a series 
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Why Is 
Security Trust Service 


Chosen So Often? 


There are several reasons: Security-First National 
is the Bank with the largest volume of trust business west 
of Chicago. Our policy is to handle estates from $1,000 
up, and our trust service is a “personalized” one — helpful, 
adaptable to circumstances — one of cooperation with 
testators, heirs and attorneys. 


And there is another reason—a reason particularly 
appropriate to mention and acknowledge here: the good 
will of the legal profession. 


We sincerely appreciate the way so many of you have 
suggested, in appropriate cases, that we be named execu- 
tors of wills you have drafted for clients. We have done 
our utmost —and we will continue to do our utmost — 
to deserve your good will by adhering strictly to our often 
quoted policy of operation: 


For legal work, it is our general policy to employ the attorney 
who drew the will. 


a 
“THE HOME OF (eedonalegel TRUST SERVICE” 


SECURITY-FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


OF LOS ANGELES 
HEAD Office: Sixth & Spring Streets 
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of examinations for applicants for the posts of Deputy District 
Attorneys, Grades I, II, III and IV. Our Committee on Mu- 
nicipal Court Reporters’ Examinations under J. Harold Decker 
took part in the civil service examinations for Municipal Court 
reporters. 


ETHICS AND ARBITRATION COMMITTEES 

Our Committee on Ethics and Ethical Practices, of which 
Wm. T. Coffin is Chairman, rendered five formal and a num- 
ber of informal opinions on questions of legal ethics, and our 
Committee on Unlawful Practice of the Law, of which Wm. L. 
Murphey is Chairman, cooperated actively with the State Bar 
Committee on the same subject. Our Committee on Arbitra- 
tion under Thomas A. Woods arbitrated twenty-three disputes 
between attorneys and between attorneys and clients. 

The Association continued to give attention to the problem 
of the layman who needs but does not have an attorney. For 
such laymen as can afford to pay a fee we have the Lawyers 
Reference Service. Under the supervision of Vernon P. Spen- 
cer it had a record year with 1822 references, an increase of 
approximately 11%. Our radio program, “The Law Is Your 
Servant,” conducted by our Committee on Radio Programs with 
Harold W. Schweitzer as Chairman, continued to call attention 
to the Lawyers Reference Service. 

Laymen unable to hire an attorney are assisted by two com- 
mittees of the Association: the first, our Committee on Legal 
Aid under Newton E. Anderson, which supports the work of the 
Legal Aid Society; and the second, our Federal Court Criminal 
Defense Committee, which maintained a panel of 158 attorneys 
to represent indigents under criminal charge in the Federal 
courts. This committee in 1947 acted in 155 cases. In addi- 
tion, our Committee on Inferior Criminal Court Practice under 
Leon B. Brown, Chairman, made a study of the representation 
of indigent defendants in preliminary hearings in the inferior 
courts outside the City of Los Angeles. 

Special problems received special consideration. Our Com- 
mittee on Constitutional Rights under George W. Dryer as 
Chairman, with the assistance of a subcommittee of Junior 
Barristers of which Edward C. Jones is Chairman, assisted in 
sponsoring the visit of the Freedom Train, and a special com- 
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WE WAVE IT... 


Yes, we have an Estate Planning Division, offering a com- 
prehensive service in tune with the needs of today’s prop- 
erty owner. Submitting your client’s estate problem for 
analysis involves no fee or obligation. If our preliminary 
survey suggests the value of trust service in safeguarding 
property, in conserving it from one generation to the next, 
then our trust officers — upon authorization — will work 
with you as the attorney, with your client, and other 
advisors, in planning the estate program that is most 


advantageous to your client. Simply phone MAdison 62411. 


Southern California’s Oldest Trust Company 


Tide Insurance and Trust Company 
433 South Spring Street, Los Angeles 13 
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mittee under Maurice B. Benjamin, Chairman, raised more than 
$3300 to help finance its stay in Los Angeles. 


Hundreds of friends of Tom Robinson responded to the in- 
vitation of a committee headed by Joe Crider, Jr. and made pos- 
sible the bust for the Los Angeles County law library. A special 
committee headed by Joseph N. Owen studied a Congressional 
resolution to amend the Articles of War relative to military 
justice. 

PROBLEMS OF SUPERIOR COURT z 

A special Committee to Cooperate with the Superior Court 
of Los Angeles County, headed by Hubert T. Morrow and com- 
posed of the ten attorneys from this County who most recently 
completed their services as Governors of the State Bar, is giving 
continued attention to problems of the Superior Court. 


The Association receives many suggestions from its mem- 
bers that statutes be amended, and the Board of Governors 
customarily refers these suggestions to an appropriate commit- 
tee for study. If the committee recommends approval and the 
Board of Trustees agrees, the suggestion, if it relates to a state 
statute, is referred to the State Bar either through our delega- 
tion to the State Bar Conference or direct to the Board of Gov- 
ernors. Thus, if the State Bar approves, the proposed change, 
though initiated by a single attorney, goes to the state legisla- 
ture with the united support of the bar of the entire state. 

Proposed statutory changes were considered by many of our 
committees in 1947. Among them were the Committee on Taxa- 
tion under A. Calder Mackay, the Committee on Probate Law 
and Procedure under J. W. Mullin, Jr., the Committee on Sub- 
stantive Law under Howard W. Wright, the Committee on Cor- 
porations under Earl C. Adams, the Committee on Administra- 
tive Law under W. M. Farrer, and the Committee on Psycho- 
pathic Court under Steadman G. Smith. 

While most of our activities relate to matters which affect 
the public or attorneys generally, a few relate especially to our 
owu members. Thanks to our Programs Committee with Delvy 
T. Walton as Chairman, every meeting of the Association was 
held on schedule, with interesting speakers at the eight meetings 
at which we had speakers and with excellent entertainment at 
our Christmas party. The Program Committee also sponsored 


APR 


our 
Biltr 
base 
Our 
Culv 


tour! 


Chai 
GELE 
stanc 
unde 
eithe 
half 

Heal 
bers 


held 
TIN, 
amin 
The 
Chai: 
separ 


orgal 
likan 
tive 
tion. 


of 








-LETIN 


e than 


the in- 
le pos- 
special 
ssional 
rilitary 


Court 
d com- 
ecently 


giving 


mem- 
vernors 
ommit- 
nd _ the 
a state 
delega- 
f Gov- 
change, 
legisla- 
e. 

of our 
. Taxa- 
te Law 
mn Sub- 
yn Cor- 
inistra- 
Psycho- 


1 affect 
to our 
1 Delvy 
on was 
veetings 
nent at 
onsored 











Aprit, 1948 265 


our first theatre party, which drew a capacity audience to the 
Biltmore Theatre to see “The Magnificent Yankee,” a play 
based on the life of the late Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Our Golf Committee under the chairmanship of Richard J. O. 
Culver, Robert L. Corfman and Victor P. Showers held monthly 
tournaments, with participation ranging from 30 to 50. 


BULLETIN COMMITTEE PRAISED 

Our Committee on the Bulletin, with Frank S. Balthis as 
Chairman and editor, brought out twelve issues of the Los An- 
GELES Bar BULLETIN, which is widely recognized as the out- 
standing publication of its type. Our Membership Committee, 
under Augustus F. Mack, passed on a total of 194 applications 
either for new memberships or for reinstatement. More than 
half of our members are covered by our Group Accident and 
Health Insurance Plan. In 1947, claims were paid to 115 mem- 
bers aggregating $41,986.85. 

The Junior Barristers under Cameron Cecil as Chairman 
held ten monthly meetings, put out one issue of the Bar BuLLE- 
TIN, and assisted the Association as committee members, in ex- 
amining more than 4,000 legislative bills and in other ways. 
The Women’s Junior Committee, under Miss Ruth Sayles as 
Chairman, met with the Junior Barristers and occasionally had 
separate meetings. 

Our Association continued its active cooperation with the 
organized bar on the national and state levels. Charles E. Mil- 
likan, our new Senior Vice President, served as our representa- 
tive in the House of Delegates of the American Bar Associa- 
tion. Our delegation at the State Bar Conference, headed by 
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Stevens Fargo, one of our new Trustees, was again the largest 
and one of the most active delegations at the conference. 

Our Committee on Legislation, under the expert leadership 
of former Senator J. W. McKinley, cooperated successfully 
with the State Bar at the 1947 legislative session in resisting 
measures which would have lowered standards of admission to 
practice law, and in obtaining the enactment of measures which 
increased the number of judges and provided more adequate 
compensation. Careful attention has been devoted to applica- 
tions of disbarred attorneys for reinstatement and, at the invi- 
tation of the State Bar, co-examiners have been appointed by 
the Association in each case in order to make sure that justice 
is done both to the applicant and to the public. 

All of the activities of the Association center in its Board of 
Trustees, which normally refers each matter to an appropriate 
committee and later reviews the report of the committee and 
determines the policy of the Association. No President could 
have received more faithful or effective support than that which 
I have received from my fellow officers and Trustees, and to all 
of them I give my sincere thanks. Three of the officers who 
have served during the year just ended—Walter L. Nossaman, 
Charles E. Millikan and Clarence B. Runkle—have been elected 
by the members of the Association to serve as officers for the 
ensuing year. 

I should like particularly to thank Ewell D. Moore, who has 
been the Treasurer of our Association for the last ten years, 
for his careful attention to its finances, and to pay my sincere 
respects to our capable Executive Secretary, J. Louis Elkins, 
whose tact, experience and judgment play so large a part in 
the success of our Association. 

The strength of our Association rests in the number and 
loyalty of its members. This is no one-man organization. It 
has six officers, 16 Trustees and more than 40 committee chair- 
men, 400 committeemen and 2250 members. Throughout the 
year our members have responded promptly to all requests for 
assistance, whether for letters to the legislature or for funds for 
special projects or for work on behalf of the Association. My 
thanks go to all of you for your willing assistance and your 
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of « a BUSY ATTORNEY 


If you were six men you probably could rush through one 
of those busy days when everything seems to happen at 
once. However, when it comes to solving title problems 
it’s no trick at all when you make use of our Inter-County 
Department. One local telephone call means fast, depend- 
able and complete title service in 14 California counties. 
Use it and see what a time saver it can be. 


You'll find our local Escrow service a time saver, too. 


TRinity 
6111 


For complete Title Service 
in 14 California Counties 
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TOM ROBINSON BUST 


UNVEILED AT MEETING 

(Continued from page 250) 
things which right thinking men of moderation like. He was 
active in Masonic work, occupying high positions in the Scottish 
Rite and Shrine. 

As a youth he played football on the University of Southern 
California’s first football team. He loved the great outdoors, 
ranches, horses, hikes in the mountains and fishing. It was a 
treat to sit around a log fire in a mountain cabin with him and 
other congenial souls, and hear him tell of California pioneer 
history and his early upbringing in Los Angeles. He saw forty 
Los Angeles Bar Association Presidents come and go, and coun- 
selled each of them. 

His greatness was not due to any single achievement. It 
was because of doing that which was right, day in and day 
out, things which were helpful and comforting to his fellowman. 

Next to his family and his friends his great love was his 
Library. He dealt with his books as though they were living 
things. He was a profound student of the law and knew and 
understood what was in his books. Daily, humble students and 
learned lawyers and Judges came to him for help. I have gone 
to him—you have gone to him, and he found that which we 
sought. 

In sending in his check in part payment for this bust, one 
Judge wrote, “I will never forget Tom Robinson’s kindness to 
me when I was going to Law School, working on a newspaper 
and supporting an increasing family. He permitted me the use 
of the Judge’s room to study when I could get away from my 
duties and he helped me receive calls from my office so | 
could keep in touch with my work, which, in those days of long 
hours and no holidays or Saturday afternoons, was a tedious 
task.” 

Our honored Senior Federal Judge Paul McCormick said 
that for some years he was Tom’s Assistant Librarian, “and I 
shall always remember with the most precious of recollections 
my association with Tom in the conduct of the Law Library im 
the old red Court House on the hill. For a considerable period 
we were the only two employees of the Library and the. associa- 
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tion has many cherished memories for me. The position gave 
me an opportunity to study law and the lessons of professional 
integrity and studious habits which I learned from Tom Robin- 
son have been mainstays to me in the profession and in public 
life. Thank you for the opportunity of humbly participating in 
this most worthy movement.” 

Our Committee received numerous letters expressing deep- 
felt sentiments. We know Tom’s family will cherish them; 
they will be presented to Mrs. Robinson. 

The Thomas Wilfred Robinson Memorial Committee could 
have secured funds with which to pay for Tom’s bust from a 
few of his wealthy friends, but we sent out a simple notice to 
every lawyer in Los Angeles County, asking for small contribu- 
tions. Remember Tom left us ten years ago. In that time 
many men are almost forgotten. Many new lawyers have come, 
and many old ones have left us, but the deep-rooted memory of 
him and his influence have not dimmed. This bust was paid 
for by small contributions from over four hundred lawyers. 

We are honored to have Tom’s family, his wife and children, 
with us tonight. Mrs. Robinson has just told me she knows of 
no way to thank us, and she said this is one of the nicest things 
that has happened to her in her entire lifetime. 

In the sanctity of his home, Tom exemplified even more ten- 
derly those qualities which we saw in him. 

By what we are about to do we pay tribute to the memory 
of our honored and beloved friend. Generations to come will 
hear of the things entrenched in our hearts. His memory is al- 
ready becoming legendary, but so that those who follow us 
may know what he looked like we do now, Judge Bishop, 
through you, present to the Library and to posterity, this likeness 
in bronze of Tom Robinson. 

At that point, Mr. Crider removed the drape from the bust. 
As the bust appeared that night, at the meeting of the Bar Asso- 
ciation, is shown in the full page picture printed elsewhere in 
this issue of the Bak BULLETIN. 





The law is a public profession, by which more than any 
other profession the economic life and the government of the 
country is modeled.—Elihu Root. 
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YOUR PROBATE COURTS 
(Continued from page 254) 

Probate matters involve property rights, and property rights 
are of necessity technical. Each step. in the administration of 
an estate must be correctly followed to effect the result de- 
sired. In many cases the real test does not come for many 
years, when to the consternation of all concerned it is discovered 
that there is not a marketable title and it is necessary to engage 
in a costly and time-consuming quiet title suit or an action in 
equity. 

It is obvious that, with the great number of estates pro- 
cessed in this county, the work could not be successfully com- 
pleted without the services of an efficiently trained staff. 

The probate hearings are held before two judges. Judge 
Harold B. Jeffery presides in Department 4, and the writer 
holds forth in Department 5. The probate matters are divided 
between the two courts by the simple expedient of having cases 
with the even numbers go to Department 4 and cases with odd 
numbers to Department 5. Both Judge Jeffery and I reserve 
our afternoon sessions for hearing short contested matters, and 
Judge Kurtz Kauffman sits in Department 5B of the Probate 
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Court where he hears contested matters which require a more 
extended hearing. 
CALENDAR TELLS DEFICIENCIES 

Each morning when the probate judge calls his general cal- 
endar he has before him a list of the cases with notations which 
have taken the staff more than a week to prepare. These nota- 
tions are typwritten and show in black ink all requirements that 
have been met, and in red ink are set out any deficiencies in the 
record and refer definitely to those parts of petitions or pro 
ceedings which the judge should examine. 

In certain matters, such as accounts, if all notices are in 
black, indicating all requirements have been met, the matter is 
approved and granted as prayed if no one present makes an 
objection. 

Certain matters, such as probate of wills, sales of real estate, 
appointment of a guardian, and certain motions, cannot be dis- 
posed of by the preferred list but must be heard by the judge 
even though no question is raised. 

The preparation of the calendar notations starts as soon as 
the future calendar is received from the Clerk’s office. It first 
goes into the hands of checkers who check the files for all tech 
nical and formal matters. They compute the time of notice and 
ascertain whether legal notice has been given. They scrutinize 
papers to see if there is any discrepancy in names. They check 
to see if the notary seal has been placed on the affidavits, and 
they check for a hundred and one little matters which are impor- 
tant to the legality of the proceedings. 

When the checkers have completed their work, they pass the 
calendar with their notes to the examiner. There are two e& 
aminers, who are, of course, lawyers. These positions are now 
held by Miss Marijane Brown and Mrs. Florence M. North, 
who examine for Departments 4 and 5 respectively. They work 
directly under Commissioner Clarence L. Variel, who is the com 
missioner in charge of current calendars. They are responsible 
for interpreting the work of the checkers from a legal stant 
point, and also are responsible for analyzing and noting all legal 
questions which are raised by the particular proceeding which 
they are examining. One of the examiners told me she feels a 
little like a legal detective. I am amazed at the things they 
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sometimes ferret out, but certainly nothing as simple as pre- 
termitted heirs or precatory conditions ever gets by them with- 
out a notation. 
NOTES AVAILABLE TO LAWYERS 

The completed calendar notes are available to the interested 
attorneys at least two days before the calling of the calendar. 
The attorney is privileged to telephone and a young lady will 
read him the notes over the phone. Some attorneys do not take 
advantage of this service, which in many instances would save 
them an extra trip to court, because if there is some additional 


A “CONSULTANT” 
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CITIZENS 


— ‘lama 4 mae ANA 


HEAD OFFICE 
STH AND SPRING 


-~ 








274 Los ANGELES Bar Buttery 


matter which must be filed before the hearing, they can arrange 
a continuance over the telephone. 

We look forward to the time when we can send out post. 
cards calling attention to any deficiencies in the record, but in 
order to do this we will have to have our calendar check com- 
pleted at least a week before the hearing. This would be possible 
from the point of view of our staff, but the County Clerk has 
not yet enough help to file and process the various documents 
in time to get them to us a week before the hearing. We have 
requested the Chief Administrative Officer of the county to take 
steps to correct this and we hope within the next few months 
to be able to provide this service. 

In addition to Commissioner Clarence L. Variel, who has 
charge of current calendars, Commissioner Clemmence Brown 
handles the approval of ex parte orders and is always available 
to discuss problems presented by attorneys, and Commissioner 
Otho G. Lord, who is supervising commissioner, takes the re- 
ferral of accounts from both departments and hears contested 
matters where all parties concerned stipulate he may act as a 
Judge Pro Tem. 

Many probate questions can be decided without an actual 
decision by the court. In most cases where all the require- 
ments are met, it is a proposition of two plus two equaling four. 
Everyone agrees there is only one possble answer, and the Judge 
merely has to ratify the proceedings with his official approval. 
It is in these instances that the work of the Commissioner is 
very important. The time and energy of the Judge can be 
conserved to give his attention to those cases in which there is 
a real legal question which requires judicial consideration. 

We have a saying in our department that a Commissioner 
can say “yes” but should not have the word “no” in his vocabu- 
lary. Where a Commissioner is satisfied with a matter and ap- 
proves it, we Judges will accept that approval because we have 
full confidence in our Commissioners; but if the Commissioner 
is not satisfied, he is instructed to say, “I am sorry I cannot 
recommend your petition and you will have to present it to the 
Judge for consideration.” 

INDEPENDENT DECISIONS 

The Judges and the Commissioners have a working agree- 

ment that they will avoid the pitfall of backing up each other's 
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That unless his will otherwise provides, his executor 
may be obligated to recover inheritance and estate taxes 
from his beneficiaries? (Sec. 970 et seq. Pro. Code.) 
Our trust officers welcome every opportunity to co- 
operate with attorneys in will and estate planning. Drop 
in at our Trust Department, Third floor, Eighth and 
Hill Streets, or phone TR inity 5411. 


UNION BANK & TRUST CO. of Los Angele 
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opinion. We endeavor to approach each question with an ope 
mind and to reach an independent decision. { 

You must remember, of course, that in those cases whe 
the parties stipulate that the Commissioner act as Judge 
Tem.—in that particular hearing the Commissioner is the Judge 
and the Probate Judge has nothing more to do with the mat 
ter—the next step being an appeal to the Supreme Court. | 

We avoid urging parties to stipulate that a Commissiong 
act as Judge Pro Tem., but the Commissioners are entirely eg 
petent to act in this capacity, and in many cases the attorneys 
welcome the opportunity to have their case disposed of in this 
manner. 

In planning our setup in Los Angeles, we have observed th 
efficient Surrogate Courts in Greater New York as a shining 
example of probate efficiency. Of course, our laws are some 
what different and conditions here vary from those in New Yor 
City; but we have kept in mind that Los Angeles is entitled 
to an efficient Probate Court capable of handling the 
volume of probate business which exists in a community 
nearly four million. 





Bar Association Endowment 


After a “hard fought” and “close” election, Frank & 
Belcher, John M. Hall and John C. Macfarland were elected 
directors of the Los Angeles Bar Association Endowment 
at the annual meeting the last of February, to serve it 
five years. 

The five year term of Edwin A. Meserve, Herbert Freg 
ton and Edward D. Lyman expires in February, 1949. The 
are still serving their original term, which began with #ht 
date of incorporation of the Endowment, 1944. 

The five year term of Norman A. Bailie, Kemper 
bell and Robert P. Jennings expires in February, 1950. 
five year term of George M. Breslin, Hubert T. Morrow ane 
Irving M. Walker expires in February, 1951, while the five 
year term of Allen W. Ashburn, Joe Crider, Jr. and 
Wright expires in February, 1952. 





Pro _ 
udge 
mat-| 7 


ioner 


COm- 
rneys 
this 





